THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
with  so  stale  a  free-thought,   with  this   humanist op
And the Church?   I think even the men of good will
longer able to say what the Church means and ought to me
longer, at all events, in Continental Protestanism.  Few h;
drawn the inevitable conclusions that Christianity is not a
of feeling but of confession, not of solitary devotions
congregational confession.  We have had to go a long way an
needed this controversy within the Christian Church to
once more that Christianity is a matter of confession.  Tl
term "Confessional Church" has a novel ring; and has
produced, perhaps, the one constructive element for the fut
all events within the German evangelical Church?
But these are internal changes, over which we no longe
any influence. From whatever side one tries to solve tt
plexities of our great crisis, one comes in the end to th<
central issue, that of certainty in faith. The central issue
crisis is that of the possibility of regaining a spiritual and
foundation on which our whole life and not merely a pai
may rest. The burning question is that of the possibility,
reversing the great historic process of secularization of the pi
hundred years, a manifest impossibility, but of overcoming
What can be done to this end outside the religious spl
little more than a limitation of political and social claims. Ii
recognition of the limited scope of our human cosmic order
at issue. More, perhaps, cannot be done, and in any case s
not. Human society must have the criterion of its acl
outside itself, not within itself.
We need Ewigungen> as Jakob Burckhardt finely expressed
reference to eternal standards. There must be something "1
and shall be absolutely established'* (Kierkegaard). But I
hardt rejects a return to Christianity as a "utopia of reac
Everything, he says, is working towards an interpretatior.
dependent of Christianity"; Christianity has a meaning nov
m terms of opposition to power and gain, not of "accommoc
with State and world". It is vain to attempt an "artifici
planting of Christianity for the purpose of good behaviour".
It is true that all deliberate  attempts at a renascen
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